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American  dispute over the frontier between Oregon
and the colony of Vancouver.

Washington did not need to use force to gain its
ends, whether the question in dispute was its right to
the possession of territories, or the privileges of fishing
and navigation in Canadian waters, such as the Great
Lakes and the St. Lawrence. Only once, after 1783,
did pacific means seem insufficient, and the only war in
more than a century to see the armies of the two sister
nations locked in conflict had Canada for its theatre of
operations from 1812 to 1814. But as this war was, in
reality, only an episode in the rivalry between France
and Britain, the United States and Great Britain had
no need to fight each other after Napoleon began the
voyage to Elba which was one stage in his journey to
St. Helena. The peace signed at Ghent was never again
to be disturbed; but the possibility of the annexation
of Canada by its southern neighbours, which was dis-
cussed or demanded on both sides of the frontier, some-
times for political, sometimes for economic reasons,
periodically agitated the minds of the Canadians.
About 1817 London and Washington reached an agree-
ment that the region of the Great Lakes should no
longer be fortified. Thus when the troubles of 1837-38
broke out in the two Canadas the American authorities
did not seek to embarrass the imperial government,
even though they may have wished to, and though one
section of public opinion brought pressure on the
Democratic party, then in power, to push the republic
into a war which no one desired. The few border
incidents which took place at this date and later during
the Civil War of 1861-65 were not in the nature of con-
certed action, still less the result of a policy of aggres-